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Saudi Arabia was dry in fact. However it was in more then the way I just
mentioned. A desert covers most of this country. It seemed to go on forever like
the ocean back home. What would happen if you got lost in it? Big expanses of
sand dunes stretch for as far as the eye can see in either direction. It sort of felt
scary!

Another thing I was warned to avoid in Saudi Arabia was sharia law. It's this
strict religious code enforced by the government, which is a monarchy. If you're
caught stealing, they will cut your hand off. No thank you! No wonder they
warned me about stay away from trouble with the police. Overall, however, Saudi
Arabia was pretty nice. They used oil to finance their future, like the UAE.

Saudi Arabian Desert

The last country I drove through before entering Israel was the occupied
Palestinian territories. This place would seem like a empty wasteland, people
lived here. In addition, Israeli tank s rolled down the street and Israeli plans
thundered overhead. It seemed as if every 3rd building was bombed out. How
could these people put up with living in this environment?

[ was getting hungry by this time, so | wanted to stop somewhere for lunch. 1
didn't see a single decent place to stop. There wasn't a McDonald's or western
restaurant for miles around. The only half-decent looking place was boarded up
and closed. All of the other places seemed too dirty. [ would not even go near
them, let alone eat there. Think of all of the diseases those place must harbor!

Palestinian Bombed Building

So, as | entered Israel, I was famished. But I momentarily lost my hunger as I noticed a big different in the landscape
between here and Palestine. In Israel the streets were full of life. The farms were full of food and were very colorful.
Water seemed to be everywhere. I heard this is a desert, but I don't see any evidence of one. There were even a few
McDonald's in the city. This country seemed like Dubai or America. In fact, I'm starting to like this place. They even
have malls with my favorite designer stores like Gucci in the capital, Tel Aviv. I could definitely live here! "Why
can't Palestine be like this place," I thought as I entered the McDonald's.

Boom! All of a sudden, a suicide bomber detonated right in front of me! I was
scared for my life. I had never know this sort of horror! Against my better
judgment, I ran to the scene of the explosion. Blood and glass were everywhere!
The was a small crater in the road with a twisted pile of metal of what was once a
car. Smoke was smoldering up from the wreckage. The police were all ready
running to the scene of the crime. They ordered everyone back, afraid another
suicide bomber would take advantage of the crowd. I quickly decided to leave in
fear of my life.

The next day, most of the people in the city acted as if nothing much had £ West-Bonk Bantbed Bus
happened. This response was nothing like what I remembered after 9/11! How
could this not affect the spirit of the Israeli's??? The mood in Tel Aviv seemed so normal! How could these people
not let this tragic affect them? What's more, how could these people live with the constant fear of death day after

day?

I guess | would so on find out! I decided to do what the Israelis did, and not let the bombing scare me. So I decided
to continue my vacation. The next day | went parasailing! It was great to be out on the ocean feeling the wind in my
hair. | totally forgot about what had happened yesterday! | guess this is how the Israelis feel!

The day after that, I want to the Khamat Gader water park. The next day I stopped at several of the 133 museums in
Israel. [1]

(http://www.goisrael.com/Ness. Tourism.CMS/Templates_I/USA/Content/MapaSearch.aspx?NRMODE=Published&
They were just like the ones at home. | was having a blast touring the country. Jerusalem was also a lot of fun. The
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city was a mixture of old and new. The Temple Mound, I learned, is a very volatile spot. The Muslim Dome of the
Rock now stands where the old Jerusalem Temple use to be. The Jews believe that that is where the third temple
needs to be built for the Messiah to come. The Muslims seem quite happy with their place of worship the way it is
currently. In fact, the destruction of the Dome of the Rock is what some historians believe to be the most likely
possible cause of World War 3.

Sadly, my vacation was soon over. It went so fast, the way all vacation do. In fact, it was a quite normal trip except
for that incident. But now, it was time to go back home. Overall, I was happy with my trip. I had lots of fun in Israel.
But I am thinking about what it would be like to live with such volatility! What would it be like to know that suicide
bombers might explode in front of you everyday! These poor people live with this fear for their entire lives. I would
not want to live with this instability in Philadelphia! I would die everyday from the fear of being killed! No thank
you!
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As 1 stepped off the plane in the Abu Dubai airport (AUH) I was amazed. The place was brand new and clean. |
hardly even realized I was in the Middle East, the most troubled spot in the world. Why, then, had the State
Department warned me not to come here! [ didn't see any trouble, where's the conflict? Iraq, I guess, but I planning to
steer clear of Iraq! I know I read about it every day in the newspapers, but I don't see any problems here. I am only
planning on staying in Israel. The pictures | saw of Israel seemed pretty nice. But then again, I also wanted to see
other parts of the Middle East, so I chose to fly to Abu Dubai and drive to lsr\e] This will give me a flavor of the
United Arab Emriates, Saudi Arabia and the Palesllman territories. e

( f .'
[ left the airport and started my drive through the Mlddle East. Abu Dubai was a
busy, modern city. It seemed very western to me with all of the luxury hotels and
skyscrapers. The place seemed like New York except much cleaner and newer.
How could they possibly tolerate terrorism here? Commerce and oil are king in
this town, it seemed very stable.

I soon moved along into Saudi Arabia. However, [ had a little problem at the
border. They confiscated my bottle of liquor I was planning to bring home as a
gift! They claimed that the entire country was dry! I remember hearing about the
probation in the US and the problems that caused. | wounder how Saudi Arabia
could cope. I would soon find out, as I rolled across the border.

Highway in Dubai
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Saudi Arabia was dry in fact. However it was in more then the way I just
mentioned. A desert covers most of this country. It seemed to go on forever like
the ocean back home. What would happen if you got lost in it? Big expanses of
sand dunes stretch for as far as the eye can see in either direction. It sort of felt
scary! \wh, | !
AL
wgkother thing I was warned absut-to avoid in Saudi Arabia was sharia
law. It's this strict religious code enforced by the government, a monarchy. If
you're caught stealing, they will cut your hand off. No thank you! No wonder
they warned me about stay away from trouble with the police. Overall however,
Saudi Arabia was pretty nice. They used oil to finance their future, like the UAE.

Saudi Arabian Desert

S

The last country I drove through before entering Israel was the occupied
Palestinian territories. This place was like a empty wasteland, except there 6@15
people living in it. In addition, Israeli tanks rolled down the street and Israe}l
plans thundered overhead. It seemed as if every 3rd building was bombed out.
How could these people put up with living in this environment?

I was getting hungry by this time, so I wanted to stop somewhere for lunch. 1
didn't see a single decent place to stop. There wasn't a McDonald's or western
restaurant for miles around. The only half-decent looking place was boarded up
and closed. All of the other places seemed too dirty. I would not even go near
them, let alone eat there. Think of all of the diseases this place must harbor!

Palestinian Eombed Building

So, as I entered Israel, I was famished. But I momentarily lost my hunger as I noticed a big different in the landscape
between here and Palestine. In Israel the streets were full of life. The farms were full of food and were very colorful.
Water seemed to be everywhere. I heard this is a desert, but I don't see any evidence of one! There were even a few
McDonald's in the city. This country seemed like Dubai_and-America. I' m starting to like this place. They even have
malls with my favorite designer stores like Gucci in the capital, Tel Aviv.] could def'mtely live here! "Why can't

Palestine be like this place," I thought as I entered the McDonald's. N\ T nta,

“f 1[
Boom! All of a sudden, a suicide bomber detonated right in front of me! I was
‘scared for my life. I had never know this sort of horror! Against my better
judgment, I ran to the scene of the explosion. Blood and glass were everywhere!
The was a small crater in the road with a twisted pile of metal of what was once a
car. Smoke was smoldering up from the wreckage. The police were all ready
running to the scene of the crime. They ordered everyone back, afraid another
suicide bomber would take advantage of the crowd. I quickly decided to leave in
fear of my life.

p < iy R Do ) e i
A West Bank Bombed Bus

The next day, most of the people in the city acted as if nothing much had
happened. This response was nothing like what I remembered after 9/11/How
could this not affect the spirit of the Israeli's??? The mood in Tel Aviv seemed so normal! How could these people
not let this traglcd\ffect them? What's more, how could these people live with the constant fear of death? deer 2 ' B
e ,
e I guess I would soon find out! I decided to do what the Israelis did, and not let the bombing scare me. So I decided to
continue my vacation. The next day I went parasailing! It was great to be out on the ocean feeling the wind in my
hair. I totally forgot about what had happened yesterday! I guess this is how the Israelis feel!

The day after that, I want to the Khamat Gader water park The next day [ stopped at several of the 133 museums in
1] —ﬂ{ Vet 1 { i
ttp //www gonsrael comfNess TOUl‘lSITl CMS/Templates I/USA/Content/MapaSearch aspx?NRMODE=Published&:
I was having a blast touring the country. Jerusalem was also a lot of fun. The Temple Mound, I learned, is a very
volatile spot. The Muslim Dome of the Rock now stands where the old J}arusalem Temple use to be. The Jews
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Dome of the Rock is what some htstonans believe to be the most likely possible cause of World War 3. Vg of

7 f () () 0 50) (7 "
.\ Sadly, my vacation was new over. [t st tlme to go back ]10me Overall, I was happy with my trip. I had lots of fun W; =
“in-srael. But I am thinking about what it would be like to live with such volatility! What would it be like to know "7
that suicide bombers might exp]odé in front of you everyday! These poor people live with this fear for their entire |7/
lives. | would not want to live with thls instability in Philadelphia! I would die everyday from the fear of being
killed! 4] M1 P
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As I stepped off the plane in the Abu Dubai airport (AUH) I was amazed. The place was brand new and clean. |
hardly even realized | was in the Middle East, the most troubled spot in the world. Why, then, had the State
Department warned me not to come here! I didn't see any trouble, where's the conflict? Iraq, I guess, but I planning to
steer clear of Iraq! I know I read about it every day in the newspapers, but | don't see any problems here. [ am only
planning te.stay in Israel. The pictures | saw there seemed pretty nice. But then again, I also wanted to see other parts
of the Middle East, so I chose to fly to Abu Dubai and drive to Israel. This will give me a flavor of Dubai, Saudl

=

Arabia and the Palestinian territories. o - ‘ (72 /P

Ctag il Lpé H1C y
[ left the airport and started my drive through the Middle East. Abu Dubai was a
busy, modern city. It seemed very western to me with all of the luxury hotels and
skyscrapers. The place seemed like New York except much cleaner and newer.
How could terrorism possibly eeeur here? Commerce and oil are king in this
town, rt \_"’:.«3{}. 5 VI IJ jq, 1 19 o
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I soon moved along into Saudi Arabia. However, I had a little problem at the
border. They confiscated my bottle of liquor I was planning to bring home as a
gift! They claimed that the entire country was dry! | remember hearing about the
probation in the US and the problems that caused. I wounder how Saudi Arabia
could cope. I would soon find out, as I rolled across the border.

Highway in Dubai
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desert. 'Big expanses of sand dunes stretched a$ far as the eye can see in either
“Brf/ ction mmm?é%m also~warned-that Saudi Arabia practlceéﬂfﬁls- '
) _sharia law:They-said-that it Avas this sort of strict religious codesse ithey warned
~ me about stay away from trouble with the poilce Overall, Saudi Arabia was

| pretty nice. They used oil to finance their futu/r,e like the UAE.-However; outside-
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'The last country I drove through before
entering Israel was the occupied Palestinian
territories. This place was like a empty
s wasteland, except there Were people living in
A’l.t. {sraell tanks rolled down the street and
('Israli plans thundered overhead. It seemed as
.+ ifevery 3rd building was bombed out. How
- could these people put up w1th(th|s
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\3‘ » _en ronmen\t‘ et VIV Palestinian Bombed Building

Saudi Arabian Desert

B 1 7Y (PN L

" I was gettmg hungry by this time, so | wanted ~ / s Cle@ OV L 7°
to stop somewhere for lunch. I didn't see a single decent place to stop. There wasn't a McDonald's or western .

restaurant for miles around. The only half-decent looking place was boarded up and closed. All of the other places(uQ / 7
seemed too dirty. I would not even go near them, ot alone eat. Thmk of all of the diseases this place must harbor!
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Lo , As lentered Israel, [ was famished. But | momentanly lost my hunger as | notlced a big different in the landscape
between here and Palestine. In Israel the streets were full of life and—erewdeé—shops The farms were full of food and
were very colorful. Water seemed to be everywhere. I heard this is adesert, but I don't see any evidence of one.

There were even a few McDonald's in the city. This country seemed i ¢ Duibai and America. I'm starting to like this
place. They even have malls with my favorite designer stores like Gucci in the capital, Tel Aviv. "Why can't
Palestine be like this place," I thought as I entered McDonald's. ~ o } |

Boom! Al) ofa sudden a suicide bomber detonaged right in front of me! [ was
scared for'life. I had never know this sort of horror. Against my better judgment,
I ran to the scene of the explosion. Blood and glass were everywhere! The was a
small crater in the road with a twisted pile of metal of what was once a car.
Smoke was smoldering up from the wreckage. The police were all ready running
to the scene of the crime. They ordered everyone back, afraid another suicide
bomber would take advantage of the crowd. I quickly decided to leave in fear of

my life.. o o

g vErl CO7 f" A Pakestirian Bombed B
/Most of the people in the city acted as if nothing had happened This response Py - . ?m e. .,u_ts
was nothing like what I remembered after 9/11. How could this not affect the YAty e ¢

spirit of the Israeli's??? The mood in Tel Aviv seemed so normal! How could these people not let this tragic eff‘ect
them theieXt day2 What's are, how could these people live with the constant fear of death?

I guess I would soon find out‘ [ decided to do what the Israelis dld and not let the bombing scare me. So I decided to
continue my vacat:onb‘ﬁefme next day [ went parasalimg It was great to be out on the o&::.aﬂ feelmg the wind in my
hair. [ totally forgot about what had happened yesterday! ,/, o C

The fﬁ ter that, I.want to the Khamat Water park. The next day | stopped at several of the 133 museums in
Isreal\.l was having a blast touring the country. [1]

(http://www.goisrael.com/Ness. Tourism.CMS/Templates_I/USA/Content/MapaSearch.aspx?NRMODE=Published &
Jerusalem was also a lot of fun. The Temple Mound, I learned, is a very volatile spot. The Muslim Dome of the Rock
now stands where the old Jerusalem Temple use to be. The .lews believe that that is where the third temple needs to
be built for the Messiah. -~ 1o o 1 ndart L 7 _ % )

( ] & . 0 o (| | w ) P f YO L (Ll / ' ..' o JNaG

20f3 /) O < P Printed by : Michael Plasmeier e 11/21/2006 9:21 PM



Middle East Essay - ThePlaz.com
o

Jof3

wa é (

Jmore— /G P (V] -") i

Sadd]y,l was now time to go back home. I f'lew back happy with-my- tnp, except-for that scare. But | was thinking
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about what it would be like to live with such volatlllty' I would not want‘rhaﬁnstablllty in Phlladelplna | wouId dle :

everyday from the fear of being killed! _( D!
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As I stepped off the plane in the Dubai airport (AUH) | was amazed. The place was brand new and clean. I hardly
even realized I was in the Middle East, the most troubled spot in the world. Why, then, had the State Department
warned me not to come here! [ didn't see any trouble, where's the conflict. Iraq, I guess, but I planning to steer clear
of Iraq! I know I read about it every day in the newspapers, but I don't see any problems here.-Now-'mstaying-elear-
“of Ir. I'should be-ok.-Right? I am only planning to stay in Israel. The pictures I saw there seemed pretty n mce
—Hm]% wanted to see other parts of the Middle East so I chose to fly to Abu Dubai and drive to Israel. ~ |,

. .
»-J {(\ g Rl

How could terronsn{l oceur hcre‘?
S

I soon moved along into Saud: Arabia. However, | had a little problem at the
border. They confiscated my bottle of liquor | was planning to bring home as a
gift! They claimed that the entire country was dry! | remember hearing about the
probation in the US and the problems that caused. | wounder how Saudi Arabia
could cope. I would soon find out, as I rolled across the border.

1t 4
I left the airport and started -@arwe throu;,h the Mlddle East. Abu Dubai was a
busy, modern city. It seemed very western to me with all of the luxury hotels and
skyscrapers. The place seemed like New York except much cleaner and newer.

“J‘ 1 7/
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Saudi Arabia was dry in fact. However in more then one way. This was a desert.
Big expanses of sand dunes stretched as far as the eye can see in either direction
from the highway. I was also warned that Saudi Arabia practiced this sharia law.
They said that it was this sort of strict rellglous code, 50 they warned me about
stay away from trouble with the police. - & /‘ tah ¢ g Mo

\ ~

The last country I drove through before
entering Israel was the occupied Palestinian
territories. This place was like a empty
wasteland, except there were people living in
it 1 was getting hungry by this time, so |
© wanted to stop somewhere for lunch. I didn't

Saudi Arabian Desert

McDonald's or western restaurant for miles
around. The only half-decent looking place
was boarded up and closed. All of the other o PR . . :
places seemed too dirty. | would not even go Qv \ (4o o f"r- ¢ [ 1)g, - «{'  SEbetn
near them, not alone eat. \ jg:‘ ) = '

Palestinian Bombed BUIldmg L . 4 /7;/0[/' ,4/[&&

]
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As I entered Israel, [ was famlshed | tmmedla_t_gly notlce blg different in the Iandsc:apf.a*astasJol:)lsimgjon..en.placeL
to-eat. In Israel the streets were fu]] of life and crowded shops. The farms were full of food and were very colorful. ’
Water seemed to be everywhere. 1/ heard this is a desert, but I don't see any evidence of one. There were even a few / e
~McDonald's in the crty‘(smnmaiy') Thls seemed like Dubai and America. I'm starting to like Eus place
They even have malls with my favorlte deS|gner stores like Gucm Cant. ., 5
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Boom! All of a sudden, a suicide bomber detonated right in front of me! I was scared for life. I had never know this

.| sort of horror. Against my better judgment, I ran to the scene. Blood and glass was everywhere. The was a small

crater in the road with a twisted pile of metal of what was once a car. Smoke was smoldering up from the wreckage..
The police were all ready running to the scene of the crime. They ordered everyone back, afraid another suicide
¢ bomber would take advantage of the crowd. I quickly decided to leave. )i

o i 3 ~

Most of fhe people':n the ci acted as lf nothing had happened. This response was nothmg like what I remembered
?7? Theplace seemed so norma! How could these people llve wu;l;l this -

t-h-r-eat‘? : ; N} -. | ! ‘é-_/‘ -;.’- ! / " ! I;:: A ,r__ { -] ) 2% -." - fop B -\/‘-
& lc ®VIAY At s ‘
The next day, Pre5|dent Moshe Katsav was on the TV denouncmg the attacks and argumg to punish Hamas for

. sponsoring them. He wanted many more forces to pour into the occupied territories to crack down on Hamas's
power. ‘ ]

b . ..
give position

“The next day I went parasailing. ...

other things

Unfortently it was now time to go back home. I flew back happy with my trip, except for that sort scare. But [ was
thinking about what it would be like to live with such volatility. I would not want that instability in Philadelphia. |
would die from the fear of being killed!
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As I stepped off the plane in the Dubai airport (AUH) I was amazed. The place was brand new and clean. I hardly
.0 evenrealized I was in the Middle East, the most troubled spot in the world. Why, then, had thestatedepartment
(U/f : —warned me not to ne not to go. wu.semn to-be-any-trouble liere. | know I read about it every day in the newspapers,
v/ 'bﬁrf‘d“rft‘scmrppeb}ems’f—”e Now I'm staying clear of ir\aq, so | should be ok. Right? I am only planning on
~ — geingteIsrael. The pictures I saw there seemed pretty nice. But, I also wanted to see theirparts of the Middle East,
K so | chos!e to ﬂy to Abu Dubai and drive to Israel. -] [, - l

[ | f IoXYE |'.r i { (&
J S i’ h+
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{
I left the alrport' and»started to drive through the Middle East. =

~.

'4
dubai - bussling + western

saudi arabia - no alcohol- strict ;
: /

/

palestinan - derilcet (move lunch here)’

As 1 entered Israel, | immediately notice a big different in the landscape. In Israel the streets were full of life and
bussling (sp) shops. The farms were full of food and were very colorful. Water seemed to be everywhere. I heard this
is a desert, but | don't see any evidence of one.

brand name stores

Boom! All of a sudden, a suicide bomber detonated right in front of me! I was scared for life. I had never know this
sort of horror. Against my better judgment, I ran to the scene. Blood and glass was everywhere. The was a small
crater in the road with a twisted pile of metal of what was once a car. Smoke was smoldering up from the wreckage.
The police were all ready running to the scene of the crime. They ordered everyone back, afraid another suicide
bomber would take advantage of the crowd. I quickly decided to leave.

Most of the people in the city acted as if nothing had happened. This response was nothing like what I remembered
after 9/11. How could this have happened??? The place seemed so normal. How could these people live with this
threat?

The next day, President Moshe Katsav was on the TV denouncing the attacks and arguing to punish Hamas for
sponsoring them. He wanted many more forces to pour into the occupied territories to crack down on Hamas's
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power.

give position

The next day [ went parasailing. ...
other things

Unfortently it was now time to go back home. 1 flew back happy with my trip, except for that sort scare. But I would
not want that to happen in my city every few days. I could not live with the anticipation.
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t( The Middle East continues to provide an outsidg observer with a litany of topics
that cry for further examination. We have discussed the foundations of religion, the
effects of geography, the behaviors of Arabs, the conflicts relating to the control of
Palestine and the current political rivalries in Iraq and Afghanistan. The following
assignment asks you to use your writing skills and imagination to compose an interesting
and informative essay for your travel portfolio.

The following guidelines should provide you with tools needed to complete the
assignment.

[

by ‘

- The length should be 2-3 pages double spaced following MLA format.
- You should keep the “to be” verbs to a minimum.

- You need to provide concrete examples that demonstrate your learmng

- Provide a meaningful tit title Tor your writing.

The following prompts should provide you with ideas needed to complete the
assignment.

M —/ Write a newspaplr’ article about an issue we studied in the Middle East.
~ Write an editorial from the perspective of a Middle Eastern interest grdup.
- Write a point-counter point piece that compares two sides of a Middle Eastern
issue.
- Write an essay from the perspective of an American traveler in the Middle
East.
- Write an essay on a topic that we both agree upon.

Please make sure that you approach the topic in a factual and logical fashion and good
grades will “‘be” yours to keep.:



Academic Writing Rubric

Domains Below Basic Basic Proficient Distinguished
Focus: rask Limited An attempt to Focused on a Establishes and
assigned awareness of establish and purpose, through | maintains clear
addressed purpose. No maintain purpose | use of a clearly purpose through
through thesis obvious thesis through use of a | stated thesis use of a

present stated thesis sophisticated
thesis
Content: Minimal idea Surface level Depth of idea Personal
analysis of ideas | development. idea development reflection and
and evidence None, limited development; . supported by insight into

vused to support
“thesis

and/or unrelated
evidence

paper tends to
repeat itself.
Limited or
unrelated
evidence present

evidence, but
evidence is taken
at face value-not
truly analyzed

evidence. Depth
and complexity
of ideas
supported by
rich, engaging,
and pertinent

analysis
Organization: Random or weak | Organization of | Logical Purposeful
progression of - organization of supporting organization of —| organization of
ideas and evidence. evidence present, | supporting * | supporting
evidence to Ineffective but lapses in evidence, evidence,
support thesis transitions, focus and/or transitions, transitions,
introduction, and | coherence, introduction and | introduction and
conclusion attempt at conclusion conclusion
' transitions,
introduction and
conclusion made
Style (sentence): | Incorrect Simplistic and/or | Controlled Variety of
Use of sentence | sentence awkward sentence controlled
Structures to structures sentence structure sentence
create tone and structures structures
voice
Style (word Incorrect and/or | Simplistic and/or | Acceptable, Precise and/or
choice): use of | ineffective imprecise effective rich language.
vocabulary to language, not on | language. Paper | language. Voice

create tone and | grade and/or relies upon ‘to Minimal use of | established

voice academic level be’ verbs, passive voice. through literary
passive voice, No Personal devices such as
personal Pronouns. allusion, simile
pronouns and metaphor

Conventions:
use of grammar
mechanics
spelling and
usage

Over 8 grammar
errors

5 to 8 grammar
errors

3 to 4 grammar
errors

0 to 2 grammar
errors




