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Graduation Speech: Make a Name for Yourself
Good evening Class of 2009.  Parents; Family; Friends; Teachers; Administrators.  
Today, we’ll be leaving Haverford High School.  But we will be well prepared for the future because of the hard work of the teachers and administrators of Haverford High School.  Let’s give them a hand….   Also, the parents and guardians who helped us through school; who helped us with our homework; who brought us home from afterschool activities.  Let’s give them a hand as well…
We are at the point, where, more than ever, we have a say in how we live our lives.   The choices we make are immediately broadcast around the world and it’s increasingly hard to stand out in a global environment.  Now more than ever you must make and maintain a name for yourself.  
I’m Michael Plasmeier, and I know a bit about making a name for myself (pause) .
Many just know me as Plaz.  I run a bunch of websites; some of which have been seen by millions of people; open source projects; cable TV show; weekly audio show; and I’m involved in the school community.  Next year, I’m going to MIT; made enough money doing web stuff to pay them what I owe.  I did this all by making a name for myself.
I was able to accomplish this all because I was doing what I love to do.  I worked on the weekends because it was something that I enjoyed.   For me, I like building cool new experiences on the web.  For you it’s probably something different.  If you do happen to like building cool new experiences on the web, (lower) we should talk (pause for laugh).  
Follow your passions.  Find something you, yourself can enjoy.  
Next, figure how to be the best at that.  How to get your name out there and remembered. You do this by constantly improving; even if there is no immediate payoff.  After I found what I liked doing, I did not give up; I constantly learned new things and improved my skills.  I did not give up on problems; I solved them, no matter how long it took. (Linux server example….) 
Get your name associated with a reputation for excellence.  For my summer work this year, people called me, because they knew my name and what it stood for.  I turn out a high quality project even if one was not required.  There is no immediate payoff, but there you are investing in your passions and make a name for yourself (Theplaz.com spending hours) But you’re having fun….
So, know yourself, and what you want to do.  Use this knowledge to guide your choices so that you present a stable image of yourself. Because that’s how people remember you.  Stick to your ideals and follow to what you think is right.  I know that in this age, every action is able recorded and shared and stored forever. Know what your name stands for and protect it.  
We are the Facebook generation; always connected and always on.  We have the tools to make a name for ourselves: good or bad.  
But it also means that we will find a way to stay in touch and stay connected.  Thank you so much Haverford High School!  Good luck next year and beyond!

communicate with people what you stand for
live what you are about
2 to 3 minutes

Inspiration for classmates

Ideas:

· ?mention my accomplishments

· Real quick

· Don’t focus on it

· Anything possible

· Down economy

· Stand out in something

· Make a name for yourself

· Plaz

· Self branding?

· Stay away from mundane?

· Be passionate

· Follow what you love

· Manage your time

· Balance friends, family, work, school, self

· Powerpoint?

· Most don’t

· Only for images…

Fish: Essence good
Slow down
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