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Romeo and Juliet Vocab for Act 3
Gallant
	
	gal·lant [ gə lánt ]


adjective 

Definitions:

 

1. courteous: courteous and thoughtful, especially toward women
2. brave: brave, spirited, and honorable ( literary ) 

3. majestic: grand and majestic ( archaic ) 



noun  (plural gal·lants)
Definitions:

 

1. man courteous to women: a man who is courteous and thoughtful in his behavior toward women ( dated ) 

2. male lover: a man who is a woman's lover ( archaic ) 

3. dandy: a fashionable young man ( archaic ) 



transitive and intransitive verb  (past and past participle gal·lant·ed, present participle gal·lant·ing, 3rd person present singular gal·lants)
Definitions:

 

woo: to court a woman ( archaic ) 

[14th century. < Old French, present participle of galer "make merry"]
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gal·lant·lyadv




Fray

	
	Fray 1 [ fray ]


transitive and intransitive verb  (past and past participle frayed, present participle fray·ing, 3rd person present singular frays)
Definitions:

 

1. wear away and hang in threads: to wear away the edge or surface of cloth or rope by friction, causing threads to hang loose, or be worn away in this way
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frayed at the cuffs
2. make or become strained: to become strained, causing irritability or anger, or cause somebody's nerves, temper, or patience to become strained
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Tempers were already fraying.


noun  (plural frays)
Definitions:

 

worn part with loose threads: a worn area on cloth or rope, with loose threads showing
[15th century. Via French frayer < Latin fricare "rub"]




	
	Fray 2 [ fray ]


noun 

Definitions:

 

1. argument or fight: an argument, quarrel, or rowdy fight
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The local newspaper immediately joined the fray.
2. lively activity or situation: an exciting, energetic, or stressful activity or situation
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back into the fray
[14th century. Shortening of affray]



	
	


Banishment 
	
	ban·ish [ bánnish ] (past and past participle ban·ished, present participle ban·ish·ing, 3rd person present singular ban·ish·es)


transitive verb 

Definitions:

 

1. send somebody away: to exile somebody from a place
2. get rid of something: to put something out of your mind
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I simply couldn't banish my anxieties.
[14th century. < French baniss-, stem of banir "proclaim" < assumed Vulgar Latin bannire < Germanic]
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ban·ish·ern
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ban·ish·mentn




Calamity
	
	ca·lam·i·ty [ kə lámmətee ] (plural ca·lam·i·ties)


noun 

Definitions:

 

1. disaster: a disastrous situation or event
2. distress: misery or distress resulting from a disastrous event ( archaic ) 

[14th century. Via French < Latin calamitas "disaster"]



	
	


Commend
		com·mend [ kə ménd ] (past and past participle com·mend·ed, present participle com·mend·ing, 3rd person present singular com·mends)


transitive verb 

Definitions:

 

1. praise somebody or something: to praise somebody or something in a formal way
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She was commended for her bravery.
2. cause something to be acceptable: to show something to possess worthwhile qualities
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The plan has much to commend it.
3. endorse somebody or something: to endorse somebody or something as being worthy of approval
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I had no hesitation in commending her to them.
4. surrender somebody or something for safekeeping: to entrust somebody, yourself, or your soul to somebody's safekeeping ( formal ) 

[14th century. < Latin commendare "entrust completely" < mandare (see mandate)]
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com·mend·ern
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Dexterity
	dex·ter·i·ty [ dek stérrətee ]

	

noun 


	
	Definitions:


	 


	1. physical skill: ease and skill in physical movement, especially in using the hands and manipulating objects
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manual dexterity

	2. quick wits: sharpness or quickness of mind


	

	


Prevail
	
	pre·vail [ pri váyl ] (past and past participle pre·vailed, present participle pre·vail·ing, 3rd person present singular pre·vails)


intransitive verb 

Definitions:

 

1. be stronger: to prove to be stronger and in the position of greater influence and power
[image: image28.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://encarta.msn.com/xImages/trans.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image29.png]


He prevailed over his enemies.
2. win through: to prove to be effective
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Justice will prevail.
3. predominate: to predominate or be the most common or frequent
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Sunny skies prevail across the northeast.
4. be current: to remain in general use or effect ( formal ) 
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The old customs still prevail in some parts of the country.
[14th century. < Latin praevalere "be stronger" < valere "be strong"]




Reconcile
		rec·on·cile [ rékən sl ] (past and past participle rec·on·ciled, present participle rec·on·cil·ing, 3rd person present singular rec·on·ciles)


verb 

Definitions:

 

1. transitive and intransitive verb put people back on friendly terms: to bring two or more people back into a friendly relationship with each other after a dispute or estrangement, or return to a friendly relationship
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The two clans were finally reconciled after a century-long feud.
2. transitive verb end conflict: to solve a dispute or end a quarrel
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reconciled their differences
3. transitive verb make somebody accept something: to persuade somebody or yourself to accept that something undesirable cannot be changed
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He reconciled himself to the fact that his football career was over.
4. transitive and intransitive verb make consistent or compatible: to make two or more apparently conflicting things consistent or compatible, or to become consistent or compatible
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trying to reconcile fitness with a penchant for fast food
[14th century. Directly or via French < Latin reconciliare "make friendly again" < conciliare "make friendly" < concilium "meeting"]
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rec·on·cil·a·bil·i·ty [ rèkən sīlə bíllətee ]n
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rec·on·cil·a·ble [ rèkən sləb'l, 

 HYPERLINK "http://encarta.msn.com/encnet/features/dictionary/Pronounce.aspx?search=Reconcile" rékən sləb'l ]adj
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rec·on·cil·a·ble·nessn
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rec·on·cil·a·blyadv
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rec·on·cile·mentn
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rec·on·cil·ern
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Vile
	vile [ vl ] (comparative vil·er, superlative vil·est)

	

adjective 

	

	Definitions:

	 

	1. disgusting: causing disgust or abhorrence
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vile smell

	2. wicked: despicable or shameful
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vile crimes

	3. very unpleasant: extremely unpleasant to experience
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vile weather

	4. worthless: of little or no worth ( archaic ) 

	[13th century. Via French < Latin vilis "of little value, cheap, base"]
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vile·lyadv
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vile·nessn




Abhor
	
	ab·hor [ ab háwr ] (past and past participle ab·horred, present participle ab·hor·ring, 3rd person present singular ab·hors)


transitive verb 

Definitions:

 

detest something: to disapprove of or reject something very strongly
[15th century. < Latin abhorrere "shrink back in horror" < horrere "shudder, bristle"]
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ab·hor·rern
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