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Abstract


THOMAS is the official online repository of legislative information for the United States Congress.  THOMAS displays both legislation in progress and enacted and is run by the Library of Congress.  When it was launched in 1995 it was revolutionary for the time.  However, 15 years later, the site has only seen minor updates and has fallen behind the times.  The site has many quirks and inconsistencies and requires extensive knowledge of how the system works.  Information is split between many different government agencies, some of which are not even linked from THOMAS.  Ordinary citizens cannot easily find the bills that Congress is actively considering among the thousands that are submitted without action each year.  THOMAS should be rebuilt from scratch to track bills over time.  The various sources of information such as the Congressional Record and C-SPAN should be integrated. Among other changes, news feeds should be added to provide at a glance access to recent changes.  Amendments should be previewed on the actual bill; branch charts should be provided to link similar legislation.  The Internet allows citizens to be more engaged in Congress than ever before.  The constitutionally mandated “Journal of its Proceedings” for the House and Senate need to be updated to the 21st century to maximize Congress’ accountability to the American people.
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Background and Aims

THOMAS is the official online website of legislative information for the United States Congress.  THOMAS includes legislation both enacted and in progress.  It is run by the Library of Congress.  When it was launched in 1995 it was revolutionary for the time.  However, 15 years later, the site has only seen minor updates and is no longer state of the art.
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You are requesting a file from the Government Printing Office Web Site.

If the bill text is not yet available, you will receive an error message.

text passed by the House and Senate.
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1f you get that message, you can see the text of the enrolled bill by returning to the page you just left, then
scroll to the result in which you are interested and select the "Text of Legislation” link. The enrolled bill s the
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THOMAS is not very usable.  When it came out, THOMAS made the near real-time information of Congress available online.  At the time, this was a large step forward.  Before THOMAS, one had to subscribe to the Congressional Record, a biweekly print publication, or use LexisNexis Congressional, which was a paid service.  One could also go to a Federal Depository Library to read the Congressional Record.  Information was not available in an immediate fashion, nor was it easily accessible.  Ordinary citizens had to be fairly motivated to request the information and then wait a few days to receive it.  Lawyers and lobbyists whose job was to deal with this information had people on staff to receive the papers in the mail and organize them.   Merely having on-demand online information was clearly better than what existed.
The problems with THOMAS are numerous.  First, on the homepage, the search box has a toggle switch between keyword and bill number (Figure 1).  This is unnecessary.  A computer can easily determine when you enter a bill number by using elementary pattern matching.  There is no reason that a person should have to select that they are entering a bill number.
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS - (Senate - November 19,
2009)
(age: S11593] _GP0's PDE

The following bills and joint resolutions were introduced, read the first and second times by
unanimous consent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. DODD:

S. 2799. An original bill to expand the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996, to provide for the
divestment of assets in Iran by State and local governments and other entities, to identify
locations of concern with respect to transshipment, reexportation, or diversion of certain
sensitive items to Iran, and for other purposes; from the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs; placed on the calendar.

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Mr. FRANKEN):

S. 2800. A bill to amend subtitle B of title VII of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act to provide education for homeless children and youths, and for other purposes; to the
‘Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. FRANKEN (for himself and Mrs. MURRAY):

. 2801. A bill to provide children in foster care with school stability and equal access to
educational opportunities; to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

[age: S11594] _GP0's PDF
By Mr. CRAPO (for himself and Mr. RISCH):

S. 2802. A bill to settle land claims witl
Indian Affairs.

the Fort Hall Reservation; to the Committee on

By Mr. CASEY:

S. 2803. A bill to direct the Secretary of Health and Human Services to encourage research
and carry out an educational campaign with respect to pulmonary hypertension, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself and Mr. GRASSLEY):
S. 2804. A bill to require employers to certify that they have not and will not lay off a large

number of employees before they are allowed to employ foreign workers in the United States,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SPECTER:

S. 2805. A bill to amend the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 to increase the amount made
available to purchase commodities for the emergency food assistance program in fiscal year
2010; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. ENSIGN (for himself and Mr. CARPER):
S. 2806. A bill to codify and enhance existing regulations designed to encourage individuals

to adopt healthy behaviors through voluntary participation in programs of health promotion
and disease prevention; to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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Once you do enter a bill number, you are brought to a page with many links, but not much information.  The page’s browser title bar is “Search Results - THOMAS (Library of Congress),” which provides no information about the page you are currently on.  It makes navigation between pages in history impossible and is not easy for search engines to index.  Thankfully the URL is unique and permanent which makes sharing and saving of the link possible.  However, the URL contains extraneous information and is not easily readable.  Clean URLs would be preferable.  These would quickly transverse the hierarchy.   For example: “111.congress.gov/s1234/text” would be for the text of the 111th Senate bill number 1234.

Basic Information

The bill’s homepage presents a small summary of the bill and its current status along with many links (Figure 2).  [image: image4.png]The LIBRARY of CONGRESS  THOMAS
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5.2806

Title: A bill to codify and enhance existing regulations designed to encourage
individuals to adopt healthy behaviors through voluntary participation in programs of
health promotion and disease prevention.

Sponsor: Sen Ensign, John [NV] (introduced 11/19/2009)  Cosponsors (1)
Related Bills: 5.1796

Latest Major Action: 11/19/2009 Referred to Senate committee. Status: Read
twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Jump to: Summary, Major Actions, All Actions, Titles, Cosponsors, Committees,
Related Bill Details, Amendments

SUMMARY:

HHENONERF*

MAJOR ACTIONS:

HHENONERF*

ALL ACTIONS:

11/19/2009:
Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

TITLE(S!

(italics indicate a title for a portion of  bill)

HHENONERF*

COSPONSORS(1), ALPHABETICAL [followed by Cosponsors
withdrawn]: ~ (Sort: by date)

Sen Carper, Thomas R. [DE] - 11/19/2009

COMMITTEE(S):

Committee/Subcommittee: Activity:

Senate Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions

Referral, In Committee

[+]

RELATED BILL DETAILS: (additional related bills may be indentified in
Status)

Bill Relationship:

5.179 Related bill identified by CRS
AMENDMENT(S):
*RANONERH%
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 The “All information” page pulls together some of the other pages on this bill’s site (Figure 3).  However, it certainly does not include ALL information but it also duplicates some information from the home screen.  The list of titles is both on summary page, as well as its own page.  Why must this be in two places at once?  The redesigned site should place this information on the bill’s homepage in a well-designed manner to segment the different types of information.  For example, instead of a large banner or link reading “Committees” the list of committees should simply be provided.  Providing the information upfront makes it more visible and reduces the number of clicks needed to find things.  

Help and Process
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Daily Digest - Friday, March 5, 2010

Friday, March 5, 2010
Daily Digest

[Page: D1s7] _GPO's PDF

Senate

Chamber Action

Routine Proceedings, pages $1211-51241
Measures Introduced: Four bills were introduced, as follows: S. 3082-3085.

Page 51229

Measures Reported:

H.R. 3433, to amend the North American Wetlands Conservation Act to establish
requirements regarding payment of the non-Federal share of the costs of wetlands
conservation projects in Canada that are funded under that Act. (S. Rept. No. 111-158)

Page 51229

[-]




THOMAS does provide a link to a help page which explains what the difference between the titles is. However, the link is not very visible.  I have been using THOMAS for years and only discovered the link today (Figure 4 red box).  Small explanation texts should be places around the redesigned site where possible to explain terms and procedures which people may not be familiar with.  Where needed, small help icons should be placed near to relevant sections to provide a lengthier explanation of procedures and terms.
Four Different Views

The page containing the text of the legislation has more duplicate features and unneeded links.  The links on the top of the text page seem to be useless (Figure 5 Blue Box).  Most of them are not even links; they are just placeholders for links.  The other links to the homepage and help are in a different format than other places on the site.   The text itself is displayed in a readable manner, as opposed to being in a font which is hard to read on screen.  THOMAS also has a link to an XML version of the bill.  This is very well done, as the URL is permanent and predictable, and an XML schema is defined and a style sheet is available.  Providing an XML format with a permanent and predictable URL makes it easy for developers to reuse the information in innovative applications at no cost to the government.  However, THOMAS provides four ways to print a bill, which all result in a different looking document (Figure 5 Red Box).  The link with the printer icon invokes the browser’s print function to print the current page.  The site does have a print style sheet, but it does not strip out all of the navigation elements which should not be [image: image6.png]I Legislation in Current Congress ||

Search Bill Summary & Status.
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© Try the Advanced Search




printed (Figure 6a).  Printing the navigation elements wastes paper and clutters the printout with useless navigation links.  Second, there is a link to a “Printer Friendly” version of the text.  This is on a separate HTML webpage and does not include navigational elements (Figure 6b).  In a browser which supports print style sheets, this separate “Printer Friendly” page is not needed.  In addition, with a browser that supports XML definitions and style sheets, including all the latest versions of major browsers, the XML version can also be printed (Figure 6c).  Lastly, the PDF version can also be printed.  The PDF version is the cleanest, most official looking, and easiest to read version of the bill (Figure 6d).  The four different printing options result in four very different looking pages.
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5.2806

Title: A bill to codify and enhance existing regulations designed to encourage individuals to
adopt healthy behaviors through voluntary participation in programs of health promotion and
disease prevention.

Sponsor: Sen Ensign, John [NV] (introduced 11/19/2009)  Cosponsors (1)

Related Bills: 1796

Latest Major Action: 11/19/2009 Referred to Senate committee. Status: Read twice and
referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

TITLE(S): (italics indicate a title for a portion of  bill)

« SHORT TITLE(S) AS INTRODUCED:
BE WELL Act
Building Efforts for Wellness and Encouraging Longer Lives Act

 OFFICIAL TITLE AS INTRODUCED:
A bill to codify and enhance existing regulations designed to encourage individuals to adopt
healthy behaviors through voluntary participation in programs of health promotion and
disease prevention.
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Linking Disclousre
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BE WELL Act (Introduced in Senate)
52806 1S
111th CONGRESS
1st Session
5. 2806
To codify and enhance existing regulations designed to encourage individuals to adopt healthy.
behaviors through voluntary participation in programs of health promotion and disease
prevention.
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
November 19, 2009

Mr. ENSIGN (for himself and Mr. CARPER) introduced the following bill; which was read twice
and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions

ABILL

To codify and enhance existing regulations designed to encourage individuals to adopt healthy
behaviors through voluntary participation in programs of health promotion and disease
prevention.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. I
‘This Act may be cited as the " Building Efforts for Wellness and Encouraging Longer Lives
Act’ or the " BE WELL Act’

SEC. 2. PROGRAMS OF HEALTH PROMOTION AND DISEASE PREVENTION.

(2) Internal Revenue Code of 1986- Section 9802 of the Intemal Revenue Code of 1986
is amended-—

(1) by redesignating the second subsection (f) as subsection (g); and

31872010 8:45 PM] of 6

Results - THOMAS (Library of Congress)
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s 2806 15
111th CONGRESS
15t Session
5. 2806
To codify and enhance existing regulations designed to encourage individuals to adopt
ealthy behaviors through voluntary participation in programs of health promotion and

isease prevention.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

November 19, 2009

. ENSIGN (for himself and Mr. CARPER) introduced the ollowing bil; which was read
ice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions

ABILL

To codify and enhance existing regulations designed to encourage individuals to adopt
ealthy behaviors through voluntary participation in programs of health promotion and
isease prevention.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

Lives Act' or the * BE WELL Act’.

'SEC. 2. PROGRAMS OF HEALTH PROMOTION AND DISEASE
PREVENTION.

(a) Internal Revenue Code of 1986~ Section 9802 of the Interal Revenue Code of
1986 is amended--

(1) by redesignating the second subsection (f) as subsection (g); and
(2) by adding at the end the following:

*(h) Programs of Health Promotion and Disease Prevention-
*(1) APPLICABILITY- The following shall apply with respect to a program of

health promotion or disease prevention for purposes of subsection (b)(2)(8).
Such programs shall be referred to as ' wellness programs'.

318201046 P

This Act may be cited as the Building Efforts for Wellness and Encouraging Longer

-

Jrots

-in-Senate)

congess S. 2806

1ST SESSION

To codify and enhance existing regulations designed fo encourage individuals o
‘adopt healthy behaviors through voluntary participation in programs of health
‘promotion and disease prevention.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

'NOVEMBER 19, 2009

M. ENSIGN (for himself and Mr. CARPER) infroduced the following bill: which was read twice and
refemred to the Comuitee on Health, Education, Labor, aud Persions

A BILL

To codify and enhance existing regulations designed fo encourage individuals o
‘adopt healthy behaviors through voluntary participation in programs of health
‘promotion and disease prevention.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Building Efforts for Wellness and Encouraging
Longer Lives Act” or the “BE WELL Act”.

SEC.2. PROGRAMS OF HEALTH PROMOTION AND DISEASE PREVENTION.

(a) INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1986.—Section 9802 of the Intemal
Revenue Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) by redesignating the second subsection (£) as subsection (g): and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

otip://thomas. loc. gov home/ gposnlc LLL/5-800_ts )

382010849

n

S, 2806

To codify and enbance existing regulations designed o eneourage individuals
to adopt. healthy behaviors throtgh voluntary partieipation in programs
of health promotion and discase prevention.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. ExSIGN (for himsel
was read twice
Labor, and P

bil; whiely
tee on Health, Edueation,

referred to the Com

A BILL

o eodify and enhance existing regulations designed to en-
courage individuals to adopt healthy behaviors through
voluntary participation in programs of health promotion
and disease prev

ntion.
1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 This Aet may be cited as the “Building Efforts for

5 Wellness and Encouraging Longer Lives Act” or the “BE

6 WELL Aet”
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BE WELL Act (Introduced in Senate)
S 2806 IS
111th CONGRESS
1st Session
S. 2806
To codify and enhance existing regulations designed to encourage individuals to adopt healthy
behaviors through voluntary participation in programs of health promotion and disease

prevention.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

November 19, 2009

Mr. ENSIGN (for himself and Mr. CARPER) introduced the following bill; which was read twice
and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions

ABILL

To codify and enhance existing regulations designed to encourage individuals to adopt healthy
behaviors through voluntary participation in programs of health promotion and disease
prevention.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, =




When I first clicked on the PDF link, I was brought to a page explaining that I was leaving THOMAS and being sent to the GPO (Figure 7).  This is the result of a governement regulation that requires federal websites to inform you when you are leaving their site.  This makes sense if you are leaving a government website to go to a privatly controlled site.  It makes less sense when you are moving from one agency to another.  It makes even less sense that the text of a bill can be on the Library of Congress’ site in one form, but on the GPO’s website in another form.  Why are two agencies even involved in this?  In addition, what is the difference to any end user, either a regular citizen or a well-informed lobbiest?  Why does anyone care that the PDF version is on a different agencies’ site?  Fortunately, the PDF version is digitally signed.  This is very good because it makes sure that the document has not been changed since it was signed.  However, the signature is verified by a private company, GeoTrust.  Shouldn’t the government be the one that is verifying the private company?  This discussion is beyond the scope of this proposal and project.
Sparse References

On the bill text page there is a link to the Congressional Record References (Figure 5 Green box).  This link is not on the homepage for a bill, only on the text page, which brings up a sparsely formatted page with text extracts from sections of the Congressional Record (Figure 8).  There are links to the single page on which that bill was referenced in the printed Congressional Record.  The Congressional Record is presented in PDF form, page by page, from the actual printed version of the record.  This is not the best way to display this information.
Search
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Items 1 through 100 of 1000

1. H.CON.RES.10 : Supporting the observance of World Stroke Awareness Day, and for other
purposes.

Sponsor: Rep Jackson-Lee, Sheila [TX-18] (introduced 1/7/2009) ~ Cosponsors (None)
Committees: House Energy and Commerce; House Foreign Affairs

Latest Major Action: 1/7/2009 Referred to House committee. Status: Referred to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Foreign Aff
a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

, for

2. H.CON.RES.14 : Supporting the goals and ideals of Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week.
Sponsor: Rep Lee, Barbara [CA-9] (introduced 1/8/2009)  Cosponsors (115)
Committees: House Energy and Commerce; Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Latest Major Action: 3/6/2009 Referred to Senate committee. Status: Received in the
Senate and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

3. H.CON.RES.24 : Expressing the sense of Congress on the need for a national AIDS
strategy.

Sponsor: Rep Lee, Barbara [CA-9] (introduced 1/21/2009)  Cosponsors (10)
Committees: House Energy and Commerce

Latest Major Action: 1/21/2009 Referred to House committee. Status: Referred to the
House Committee on Energy and Commerce.

4. H.CON.RES.
Awareness Month
Sponsor: Rep Bilbray, Brian P. [CA-50] (introduced 1/22/2009)  Cosponsors (4)
Committees: House Energy and Commerce

Latest Major Action: 1/22/2009 Referred to House committee. Status: Referred to the
House Committee on Energy and Commerce.

: Supporting the goals and ideals of "National Sudden Cardiac Arrest

5. H.CON.RES.48 : Expressing the sense of Congress that national health care reform should
ensure that the health care needs of women and of all individuals in the United States are met.
Sponsor: Rep Schakowsky, Janice D. [IL-9] (introduced 2/11/2009) ~ Cosponsors (41)
Committees: House Energy and Commerce 1
Latest Major Action: 2/11/2009 Referred to House committee. Status: Referred to the

e




 The search engine is hard to use on THOMAS.  For example, I searched for “health care” as a keyword.  If a citizen stumbled upon THOMAS they might search this term to find the health care bill endlessly discussed throughout 2009.  They would be sorely disappointed (Figure 9).  The search returns in numerical order all of the bills concerning health.  The major health bill is buried in a mountain of results.  It is hard to identify at a glance what state the bill is in.  Thousands of bills are submitted each term and only a handful get passed.  However they are never marked as abandoned in THOMAS.  This may be unavoidable within the current rules of Congress.  
Amendments
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Amendments are not presented in a clear fashion.  In THOMAS, Amendments can only be found by viewing the Congressional Record search results for that bill; the Record only has the list of amendments, not the actual text.  Then one will go back to the THOMAS homepage to search for that record using the amendment number.  They are then brought to a page where the table of contents of the amendment is displayed – not the entire amendment (Figure 12).  Each page of text is linked individually according to how the paper and PDF version of the Congressional Record was put together.  This makes no sense.  A user wants to read the amendment; the user could care less what page of the Congressional Record the content is on.  There does not seem to be an easy way to view the entire text of the amendment on one page on THOMAS.  Instead, one must each page of the Congressional record on a separate page!  Citizens who know about the GPO’s FDsys can use it to navigate to the Congressional Record, navigate to that year, month, and day and input the page number that is mentioned on THOMAS.  One can then get a PDF which has all of the amendments submitted separately.  This requires too many steps and an advanced knowledge of how each government system operates.  There is no reason that the process must be this difficult.  

In addition, the actual text of the amendment is very word heavy.  It does not provide a visual overview of changes to a document like the diff command does in Linux.  This makes it very easy to see what changes have been made at a glance (Figure 13).  In addition to benefits for the public, using a computer tool to create these diff files will make the process easier of creating amendments and cause less mistakes.  It will also be easier for legislators to scan as the read over the amendment.  This may beyond the scope of this proposal however.  This system may possibly be able to create diffs by carefully parsing the text of the amendment.
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Privately Run Alternatives

There are two popular THOMAS-like sites which have been created by non-profit organizations.  Govtrack.us was created by Joshua Tauberer while he was a student.  OpenCongress.org was created by the Sunlight Foundation who advocates for government transparency and runs sites that use government data.  Sunlight has done a very good job with OpenCongress.org.  As a non-governmental site they can include commenting on the bill, a section to mark up the bill, and a wiki to summarize the bill.  A government website would quickly be overrun with flame wars if it accepted comments.  This can be seen in the Obama Administration’s trial of accepting comments when they first took office.  The discussion quickly turned downhill.  While it is great that sites have been set up to compete with THOMAS, it is still important to make THOMAS modern.  It is still the provider of official government information, which is important to many.  It is the first place which citizens often look, because they might know about OpenCongress.org.

Need

Eugene Huang, the director of Director of Government Operations for the FCC's National Broadband Task Force, recently spoke at the Media Lab.  He talked about how THOMAS was state of the art when it came out but has fallen behind today.  It is not being updated due to lack of attention.  Therefore I am proposing that I lead a team of people to update the site in order to meet the needs of today’s audience and allow ordinary citizens to easily interact with government data.
Proposed Project
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The US Constitution requires that a journal of be maintained for the House and Senate.  The internet provides the opportunity to create a full integrated record of preceding that is easy for Constitutions to understand.  A new site should bring information together and make it easy to understand.   
Senate.gov and House.gov

First, there should not even be a visibly separate site or a system externally called THOMAS.  When citizens want to know what is going on in the Senate, they go to Senate.gov.  Citizens should not have to know or remember that real time legislative information is on a separate page.  Senate.gov should display real-time legislative information front and center on the homepage.  Senate.gov’s main content area is currently dedicated to the history of voting yes or no in the Senate.  This is an improvement over the previous features, which have included an online exhibit of the Russell Senate Office building’s centennial.  While these are worthwhile, visitors going to Senate.gov are looking for real-time information of what is going on in the Senate.  Thankful this information is at least present; however it is hidden on the sidebar.  The website displays active legislation by theme (Figure 10).  This is very useful as it solves the issue I had with searching for “health care.”  This should be a part of the new site; but the main content area of both the Senate and House websites’ should include real time information from THOMAS.  When they click on a bill, they are sent to THOMAS.  Users would not notice that they were switched from the Senate’s site to THOMAS.   No disclosure is needed since almost all users simply attribute the source of the information from the Federal government.  Citizens do not care about inter-agency scope divisions and do not need to be informed of moving from a Senate page to a Library of Congress page.
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Congressional Record

It is currently very difficult to find out what went on the last day in Congress.  Commercial news providers do cover Congress, but they only cover high profile topics and focus more on the politics than the contents of the bills.  Insiders know about the Congressional Daily which has updates on everything that went on in the previous day.  However, the Daily is still bound to a paper format and is managed by the GPO on a separate site with only a small link from THOMAS (Figure 11).  The information is online, but it is clear that the paper vision is still considered primary.  The Record should be made part of THOMAS and the integrated online record should be thought of as the primary record.  

Information from the Record should also be linked from where it makes sense.  The text of debates and comments cannot be found at all on THOMAS.  The user must know that this information is provided by the GPO in the Congressional Record on a completely different site.  Debates and comments should be cross referenced wherever possible.  For example, debate of a bill should be linked from the bill’s page.  In addition, C-SPAN records video of the debates, but these videos are not linked anywhere from THOMAS or the Congressional Record.  This video should be organized and linked from the text of the debate.  

News Feeds
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5.2806

Title: A bill to codify and enhance existing regulations designed to encourage individuals to adopt
healthy behaviors through voluntary participation in programs of health promotion and disease
prevention.

Sponsor: Sen Ensign, John [NV] (introduced 11/19/2009)  Cosponsors (1)

Related Bills: 5.1796

Latest Major Action: 11/19/2009 Referred to Senate committee. Status: Read twice and referred
to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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More should also be done to provide at a glance access to what went on in Congress in a particular day.  Since THOMAS was created, Facebook has popularized the news feed.  C-SPAN provides a nice prototype of this in the timeline of each day in Congress on their Congressional Chronicle (Figure 14).  News feeds should be front and center on the homepages’ of THOMAS, the Senate, and the House.  Each bill should have a news feed on its homepage.  Each committee and member should also have a news feed of everything they said and every vote they cast which is currently contained in the record.
Dependency Chart

It is almost impossible to track a bill as it goes through the process.  For example, H.R. 4872 was the revision to H.R. 3590, or the big health care bill.  This is not obvious in the current system.  A dependency chart should be created which shows the relationship of these bills.

Materials and Budget
This project will require 5 developers and 1 project manager to work for 9 months in order to create the new version of THOMAS. Programmer time is estimated at $80,000 a year and project manager time is estimated at $110,000.  An additional $20,000 of benefits per person will be provided.  Total salary costs are estimated at $472,500.  Space will be provided by the Library of Congress in the Washington D.C. area and will be covered under their existing budget.  $10,000 of equipment is being requested for development hardware consisting of 6 desktops ($1,000 each) and a development server ($4,000).  Deployment hardware is estimated at $90,000 and will be decided according to the project requirements during the project.
	Expenses 
	
	Approximate Cost
	

	Programmer Wages and Benefits
	
	$472,500
	

	Desktop Computer * 6
	
	$6,000
	

	Development Server
	
	$4,000
	

	Deployment hardware
	
	$90,000
	

	Total
	
	$572,500
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Figure 1 THOMAS Search Box





Figure 2 THOMAS Bill Homepage





Figure 3 THOMAS Bill All Information





Figure 4 THOMAS Title page for S.2806 with attention drawn to the About Title link





Figure 5 THOMAS Full Text Page





Figure 6 The 4 Ways to Print from THOMAS a) Print Stylesheet b) Printer Friendly Page c) XML d) GPO provided PDF





Figure 8 THOMAS Congressional Record Search Results





Figure 7 Leaving THOMAS to see a PDF





Figure 9 THOMAS search for “health care”





Figure 12 THOMAS Amendment Text





Figure 13 Example of a Diff on a sample of source code





Figure 10 Senate.gov Pending Legislation





Figure 11 THOMAS Congressional Daily Text View





Figure 14 CSAPN Congressional Chronicle








