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“The Necklace” Vocab
Dowry-She had no dowry, no expectations, no means of getting known, understood, loved, and wedded by a man of wealth and distinction; and she let herself be married off to a little clerk in the Ministry of Education
	
	dow·ry [ dówree ] (plural dow·ries)


noun 

Definitions:

 

1. bride's family's gift to bridegroom: an amount of money or property given in some societies by a bride's family to her bridegroom or his family when she marries
2. man's gift to bride: an amount of money or property transferred by a man to his bride when they marry
3. christianity money paid to enter nuns' order: a sum of money required for a woman to enter some monastic orders
4. talent: a natural talent ( literary ) 

[14th century. Via Anglo-Norman dowarie < Old French douaire (see dower)]



	
	


Lofty- She imagined silent antechambers, heavy with Oriental tapestries, lit by torches in lofty bronze sockets, with two tall footmen in knee-breeches sleeping in large arm-chairs, overcome by the heavy warmth of the stove.
	
	loft·y [ lóftee ] (comparative loft·i·er, superlative loft·i·est)


adjective 

Definitions:

 

1. very high: very high or tall
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lofty peaks
2. exalted: exalted and refined
3. high-ranking: of the highest rank or status
4. haughty: behaving in a falsely superior or haughty manner
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loft·i·lyadv
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loft·i·nessn




Anguish- Then, with hesitation, she asked in anguish: "Could you lend me this, just this alone?" 
	
	an·guish [ áng gwish ]


noun 

Definitions:

 

extreme anxiety: extreme anxiety or emotional torment


transitive and intransitive verb  (past and past participle an·guished, present participle an·guish·ing, 3rd person present singular an·guish·es)
Definitions:

 

feel or cause somebody anguish: to feel or cause somebody to feel anguish
[12th century. < Old French anguis < Latin angustus "narrow, tight"]



	
	


Gallantries - When she sat down for dinner at the round table covered with a three-days-old cloth, opposite her husband, who took the cover off the soup-tureen, exclaiming delightedly: "Aha! Scotch broth! What could be better?" she imagined delicate meals, gleaming silver, tapestries peopling the walls with folk of a past age and strange birds in faery forests; she imagined delicate food served in marvellous dishes, murmured gallantries, listened to with an inscrutable smile as one trifled with the rosy flesh of trout or wings of asparagus chicken.
	gal·lant·ry [ gálləntree ] (plural gal·lant·ries)

	

noun 


	
	Definitions:


	 


	1. courage: bravery, especially in war or in a situation of great danger

	2. courtesy: courteous and thoughtful behavior, especially toward women

	3. something gallant said or done: a courageous or chivalrous action or remark ( dated ) 



	

	


Petulant- Instead of being delighted, as her husband hoped, she flung the invitation petulantly across the table, murmuring: "What do you want me to do with this?"
	
	pet·u·lant [ péchələnt ]


adjective 

Definitions:

 

sulky: ill-tempered or sulky in a peevish manner
[Late 16th century. Via French < Latin petulant- "insolent" < petere "seek, go toward"]
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pet·u·lancen
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pet·u·lant·lyadv



	
	


Covetous- Suddenly she discovered, in a black satin case, a superb diamond necklace; her heart began to beat covetously. Her hands trembled as she lifted it. She fastened it round her neck, upon her high dress, and remained in ecstasy at sight of herself.
	
	cov·et [ kúvvət ] (past and past participle cov·et·ed, present participle cov·et·ing, 3rd person present singular cov·ets)


verb 

Definitions:

 

1. transitive and intransitive verb want somebody else's property: to have a strong desire to possess something that belongs to somebody else
2. transitive verb yearn to have: to want to have something very much
[13th century. < Old French coveitier < Latin cupiditas (see cupidity)]
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cov·et·a·bleadj
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cov·et·ern
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cov·et·ing·lyadv
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cov·et·ousadj
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cov·et·ous·lyadv
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cov·et·ous·nessn



	
	


Privation- He mortgaged the whole remaining years of his existence, risked his signature without even knowing if he could honour it, and, appalled at the agonising face of the future, at the black misery about to fall upon him, at the prospect of every possible physical privation and moral torture, he went to get the new necklace and put down upon the jeweller's counter thirty-six thousand francs. 

	
	pri·va·tion [ pr váysh'n ] (plural pri·va·tions)


noun 

Definitions:

 

1. lack of life's necessities: lack of the basic necessities of life such as food, housing, and heating
2. act of depriving somebody: the act of depriving somebody of something
[14th century. < Latin privation- < privare "deprive, isolate" < privus "single, isolated"]
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