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Uncanny
	
	un·can·ny [ un kánnee ] (comparative un·can·ni·er, superlative un·can·ni·est)


adjective 

Definitions:

 

1. eerie: too strange or unlikely to seem merely natural or human
2. keen: unexpectedly accurate or precise
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an uncanny resemblance to the president
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un·can·ni·lyadv
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un·can·ni·nessn



	
	


Surreptitiously
	
	sur·rep·ti·tious [ sùr əp tíshəss ]


adjective 

Definitions:

 

trying to avoid being noticed: done in a concealed or underhand way to escape notice, especially disapproval
[15th century. < Latin surreptitius < surripere "seize secretly," literally "seize from beneath" < rapere "seize"]
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sur·rep·ti·tious·lyadv
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sur·rep·ti·tious·nessn




Perusals
	
	pe·ruse [ pə rz ] (past and past participle pe·rused, present participle pe·rus·ing, 3rd person present singular pe·rus·es)


transitive verb 

Definitions:

 

1. read something carefully: to read or examine something, usually in a careful and thorough way or taking time to do it
2. read something quickly: to read through or scan something quickly
[Mid-16th century. < Latin per- "thoroughly" + use]
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pe·rus·a·bleadj
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pe·rus·aln
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pe·rus·ern




Ingratiating
	in·gra·ti·at·ing [ in gráyshee àyting ]

	

adjective 


	
	Definitions:


	 


	seeking to please somebody: designed to win somebody's approval, especially in order to gain an advantage

	
	[image: image17.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://encarta.msn.com/xImages/trans.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image18.png]


in·gra·ti·at·ing·lyadv



	

	


Condone
	
	con·done [ kən dṓn ] (past and past participle con·doned, present participle con·don·ing, 3rd person present singular con·dones)


transitive verb 

Definitions:

 

be willing to overlook something: to regard something that is considered immoral or wrong in a tolerant way, without criticizing it or feeling strongly about it
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condoning violence
[Mid-19th century. < Latin condonare "give up" < donare (see donation)]
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con·don·a·bleadj
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con·do·na·tion [ kòndə náysh'n, 

 HYPERLINK "http://encarta.msn.com/encnet/features/dictionary/Pronounce.aspx?search=Condone" kòn dō náysh'n ]n
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con·don·ern




Audacity
	
	au·dac·i·ty [ aw dássətee ]


noun 

Definitions:

 

1. boldness or daring: daring or willingness to challenge assumptions or conventions or tackle something difficult or dangerous
2. impudence: lack of respect in somebody's behavior toward another person



Irrevocable
	
	ir·rev·o·ca·ble [ i révvəkəb'l ]


adjective 

Definitions:

 

impossible to revoke: impossible to revoke, undo, or change
[14th century. Directly or via French < Latin irrevocabilis "that cannot be recalled" < revocare (see revoke)]
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ir·rev·o·ca·bil·i·ty [ i rèvvəkə bíllətee ]n
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ir·rev·o·ca·ble·ness [ i révvəkəb'lnəss ]n
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ir·rev·o·ca·blyadv



	
	


Caricature
	
	car·i·ca·ture [ kárrəkə chr, 

 HYPERLINK "http://encarta.msn.com/encnet/features/dictionary/Pronounce.aspx?search=Caricature" kárrəkəchər ] (plural car·i·ca·tures)


noun 

Definitions:

 

1. comic exaggeration: a drawing, description, or performance that exaggerates somebody's or something's characteristics for humorous or satirical effect
2. travesty: a ridiculously inappropriate or unsuccessful version of or attempt at something
3. art of caricatures: the art of creating caricatures
[Mid-18th century. < Italian caricatura < caricare "exaggerate, load" < late Latin carricare (see cargo)]
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car·i·ca·turevt
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car·i·ca·tur·istn



	
	


Sacrilegious
	
	sac·ri·lege [ sákrəlij ]


noun 

Definitions:

 

1. treating holy thing without respect: the violation, desecration, or theft of something considered holy or sacred
2. disrespect: the disrespectful or irreverent treatment of something other people consider worthy of respect or reverence
[14th century. Via French < Latin sacrilegium "temple robbery" < sacrilegus "collector of sacred things" < sacr- "sacred" + legere "collect"]
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sac·ri·le·gious [ sàkrə líjjəss ]adj
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sac·ri·le·gist [ sàkrə ljist ]n



	
	


Edifice

	
	ed·i·fice [ éddəfiss ] (plural ed·i·fices)


noun 

Definitions:

 

1. building: a building, especially a large or impressive one
2. structure: a large or complex structure or organization
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the edifice of government
[14th century. Via French < Latin aedificium < aedificare "build" (see edify)]
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