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Resonance
	
	res·o·nance [ rézzənənss ] (plural res·o·nances)


noun 

Definitions:

 

1. underlying meaning: the effect of an event or work of art beyond its immediate or surface meaning
2. amplified sound: an intense and prolonged sound produced by sympathetic vibration
3. ringing quality of instrument or voice: an amplification of a sound, e.g. that of an instrument or the human voice, caused by sympathetic vibration in a chamber such as an auditorium or a singer's chest
4. physics large oscillation at natural frequency: increased amplitude of oscillation of a mechanical system when it is subjected to vibration from another source at or near its own natural frequency
5. electricity oscillation in electrical circuit: a state of oscillation that occurs at a very specific frequency in an electrical circuit consisting of inductive and capacitive components
6. medicine sound when body cavity is tapped: the sound heard during tapping percussion of a healthy chest or abdomen
7. chemistry property of some chemical compounds: the property of some chemical compounds of having simultaneously the characteristics of two or more structures that differ in the arrangement of electrons



1491, from M.Fr. resonance (15c.), from L. resonantia (echo) "echo," from resonare (see resound). Resonate is first recorded 1873, from L. resonatum, pp. of resonare.

Scapegoat
	scape·goat [ skáyp gt ]

	

noun  (plural scape·goats)

	

	Definitions:

	 

	somebody made to take blame: somebody who is made to take the blame for others

	

transitive verb  (past and past participle scape·goat·ed, present participle scape·goat·ing, 3rd person present singular scape·goats)

	

	Definitions:

	 

	make somebody take blame: to force somebody to take the blame for others

	[Mid-16th century. < scape2; because in Jewish ritual the goat, having had the sins of the people symbolically laid on it, was allowed to "escape" into the desert]


1530, "goat sent into the wilderness on the Day of Atonement, symbolic bearer of the sins of the people," coined by Tyndale from scape (n.) + goat, to translate L. caper emissarius, a mistranslation in Vulgate of Heb. 'azazel (Lev. xvi:8,10,26), which was read as 'ez ozel "goat that departs," but is actually the proper name of a devil or demon in Jewish mythology (sometimes identified with Canaanite deity Aziz). Jerome's mistake also was followed by Martin Luther (der ledige Bock), Symmachus (tragos aperkhomenos), and others (cf. Fr. bouc émissaire). The Revised Version (1884) restores Azazel. Meaning "one who is blamed or punished for the mistakes or sins of others" first recorded 1824; the verb is attested from 1943.

Precarious
	
	pre·car·i·ous [ prə kérree əss ]


adjective 

Definitions:

 

1. unsafe: dangerously unstable, unsteady, uncertain, or insecure
2. not well founded: based on uncertain premises or unwarranted assumptions ( formal ) 

[Mid-17th century. < Latin precarius "depending on entreaty, uncertain"]
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pre·car·i·ous·lyadv
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pre·car·i·ous·nessn



	
	


1646, a legal word, "held through the favor of another," from L. precarius "obtained by asking or praying," from prex (gen. precis) "entreaty, prayer." Notion of "dependent on the will of another" led to sense "risky, dangerous, uncertain" (1687).

Malingerer
	ma·lin·ger [ mə líng gər ] (past and past participle ma·lin·gered, present participle ma·lin·ger·ing, 3rd person present singular ma·lin·gers)

	

intransitive verb 


	
	Definitions:


	 


	feign illness: to pretend to be ill, especially in order to avoid work

	[Late 18th century. < French malingre "sickly"]
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ma·lin·ger·ern



	

	


1785 (implied in malingerer), from Fr. malingrer "to suffer," perhaps also "pretend to be ill," from malingre "ailing, sickly," possibly a blend of mingre "sickly, miserable" and malade "ill." Mingre is itself a blend of maigre "meager" + haingre "sick, haggard," possibly from Gmc. (cf. M.H.G. hager "thin"). The sense evolution may be through notion of beggars with sham sores.
Incredulous
	
	in·cred·u·lous [ in kréjjələss ]


adjective 

Definitions:

 

1. unwilling to believe: unable or unwilling to believe something or completely unconvinced by it
2. showing disbelief: showing or characterized by disbelief
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in·cred·u·lous·lyadv
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in·cred·u·lous·nessn



	
	


1412, from L. incredibilis "that cannot be believed," from in- "not" + credibilis "worthy of belief" (see credit). Incredulity "disbelieving frame of mind" first attested 1430; incredulous "unbelieving" is from 1579.

Perennial
		per·en·ni·al [ pə rénnee əl ]


adjective 

Definitions:

 

1. lasting over 2 years: describes a plant that lasts for more than two growing seasons, either dying back after each season, as some herbaceous plants do, or growing continuously, as some bushes do
2. recurring or enduring: constantly recurring, or lasting for an indefinite time
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the perennial problem of litter


noun  (plural per·en·ni·als)
Definitions:

 

1. perennial plant: a plant that lasts for more than two growing seasons
2. something happening again and again: something that recurs or appears to recur yearly or on a continuing basis
[Mid-17th century. < Latin perennis "through the year" < annus "year"]
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per·en·ni·al·lyadv
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1644, "evergreen," formed in Eng. from L. perennis "lasting through the year (or years)," from per- "through" + annus "year." Botanical sense of "Remaining alive through a number of years" is attested from 1672; fig. meaning of "enduring, permanent" is from 1750.

Camaraderie
	
	ca·ma·ra·der·ie [ kmə rdəree, 

 HYPERLINK "http://encarta.msn.com/encnet/features/dictionary/Pronounce.aspx?search=Camaraderie" kàmmə ráddəree ]


noun 

Definitions:

 

friendship: a feeling of close friendship and trust among a group of people
[Mid-19th century. < French < camarade (see comrade)]



	
	


1840, from Fr., from camarade "comrade."

Crusade
	cru·sade [ kroo sáyd ]

	

noun  (plural cru·sades)

	

	Definitions:

	 

	1. concerted effort: a vigorous concerted action to promote or eliminate something

	2. religiously motivated effort: a war or campaign that is religiously motivated, e.g. one with papal sanction

	3. religious war: in the 11th, 12th, and 13th centuries, a military expedition by European Christians to retake areas in the Holy Land captured by Muslim forces

	

intransitive verb  (past and past participle cru·sad·ed, present participle cru·sad·ing, 3rd person present singular cru·sades)

	

	Definitions:

	 

	1. campaign vigorously: to make a vigorous or concerted effort to promote or eliminate something

	2. fight for religion: to fight in a religious crusade

	[15th century. < medieval Latin cruciata < Latin crux "cross"]


1706, respelling of croisade (1577), from M.Fr. croisade, Sp. cruzada, both from M.L. cruciata, pp. of cruciare "to mark with a cross," from L. crux (gen. crucis) "cross." Figurative sense of "campaign against a public evil" is from 1786.

Averted
	
	a·vert [ ə vúrt ] (past and past participle a·vert·ed, present participle a·vert·ing, 3rd person present singular a·verts)


transitive verb 

Definitions:

 

1. prevent something from happening: to prevent something from occurring, especially something harmful
2. look away: to turn your eyes away from something
[14th century. Via French < Latin avertere "turn away" < vertere "turn"]
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a·vert·i·bleadj



	
	


Stalemate
	stale·mate [ stáyl màyt ]

	

noun  (plural stale·mates)

	

	Definitions:

	 

	1. situation with no potential winners: in a contest, a situation in which neither side can take any further worthwhile action

	2. chess chess situation with no winner: in chess, a situation in which no winner is possible because neither player can move a piece without placing the king in check

	

transitive verb  (past and past participle stale·mat·ed, present participle stale·mat·ing, 3rd person present singular stale·mates)

	

	Definitions:

	 

	put somebody or something into stalemate: to put somebody or something into a situation in which no further worthwhile action is possible ( often passive ) 

	[Mid-18th century. < obsolete stale (< Anglo-Norman estale "fixed position" < Germanic) + mate2]


1765, in chess, from stale "stalemate" (1425) + mate "checkmate" (see checkmate). M.E. stale is probably from Anglo-Fr. estale "standstill" (see stall (2)). A misnomer, since a stale is not a mate. "In England from the 17th c. to the beginning of the 19th c. the player who received stalemate won the game" [OED]. Fig sense is recorded from 1885.
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